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Abstract 125 
OCULAR IMMUNE RESPONSE IN RETINA GENE THERAPY 

Oral 

Huang S.* 

Retina Center of Ohio ~ Cleveland ~ United States of America 

Purpose:  

There is growing awareness that an ocular immune response may present as an adverse event 

following ocular gene therapy.  Factors affecting host immune responses including the features of 

the viral vector, delivery method, promotor transgene characteristics, and ocular disease will be 

reviewed.  Pathophysiology, consequences, and mitigation strategies will be discussed.  

Methods:  

The current literature on complications of ocular gene therapy will be reviewed.   

Results:  

There is a growing understanding that despite the immune privilege of the eye, innate and host 

adaptive responses may arise to challenge the durability of transduction efficiency.  Treatment-

emergent adverse events have occurred from the vector, surgery, and effect on the target tissue.  

Mitigation strategies include choice of vector, gene therapy payload, use of anti-inflammatory 

therapy, and surgical techniques that avoid the macula. It remains unclear what role the presence of 

serum neutralizing antibodies plays in the development of an ocular immune response. 

Conclusions:  

Ocular gene therapy holds great promise for the curative treatment of monogenic inherited retinal 

disease.  The choice of vector, payload, patients, and disease selection has bearing on the 

immunogenicity and adverse events associated with clinically effective gene transfer. Scientific, 

ethical, and financial challenges to this technology still exist. 

  


	Abstract 97 
	Abstract 15 
	Abstract 18 
	Abstract 13 
	Abstract 57 
	Abstract 152 
	Abstract 24 
	Abstract 34 
	Abstract 68 
	Abstract 51 
	Abstract 123 
	Abstract 161 
	Abstract 4 
	Abstract 201 
	Abstract 42 
	Abstract 177 
	Abstract 124 
	Abstract 75 
	Abstract 88 
	Abstract 225 
	Abstract 226 
	Abstract 33 
	Abstract 194 
	Abstract 192 
	Abstract 189 
	Abstract 188 
	Abstract 95 
	Abstract 193 
	Abstract 187 
	Abstract 103 
	Abstract 191 
	Abstract 70 
	Abstract 206 
	Abstract 172 
	Abstract 72 
	Abstract 197 
	Abstract 6 
	Abstract 174 
	Abstract 121 
	Abstract 180 
	Abstract 163 
	Abstract 1 
	Abstract 55 
	Abstract 12 
	Abstract 67 
	Abstract 207 
	Abstract 54 
	Abstract 92 
	Abstract 154 
	Abstract 59 
	Abstract 153 
	Abstract 140 
	Abstract 118 
	Abstract 141 
	Abstract 56 
	Abstract 229 
	Abstract 213 
	Abstract 17 
	Abstract 210 
	Abstract 215 
	Abstract 40 
	Abstract 184 
	Abstract 35 
	Abstract 20 
	Abstract 39 
	Abstract 155 
	Abstract 96 
	Abstract 145 
	Abstract 77 
	Abstract 227 
	Abstract 8 
	Abstract 105 
	Abstract 156 
	Abstract 142 
	Abstract 89 
	Abstract 91 
	Abstract 53 
	Abstract 216 
	Abstract 119 
	Abstract 23 
	Abstract 71 
	Abstract 133 
	Abstract 87 
	Abstract 165 
	Abstract 86 
	Abstract 135 
	Abstract 98 
	Abstract 26 
	Abstract 5 
	Abstract 178 
	Abstract 147 
	Abstract 30 
	Abstract 79 
	Abstract 29 
	Abstract 173 
	Abstract 176 
	Abstract 214 
	Abstract 46 
	Abstract 78 
	Abstract 138 
	Abstract 963 
	Abstract 170 
	Abstract 114 
	Abstract 110 
	Abstract 218 
	Abstract 117 
	Abstract 209 
	Abstract 129 
	Abstract 150 
	Abstract 164 
	Abstract 61 
	Abstract 27 
	Abstract 60 
	Abstract 16 
	Abstract 74 
	Abstract 31 
	Abstract 149 
	Abstract 28 
	Abstract 14 
	Abstract 107 
	Abstract 104 
	Abstract 200 
	Abstract 232 
	Abstract 65 
	Abstract 106 
	Abstract 108 
	Abstract 22 
	Abstract 99 
	Abstract 185 
	Abstract 217 
	Abstract 115 
	Abstract 198 
	Abstract 205 
	Abstract 158 
	Abstract 66 
	Abstract 36 
	Abstract 221 
	Abstract 131 
	Abstract 113 
	Abstract 112 
	Abstract 3 
	Abstract 50 
	Abstract 25 
	Abstract 171 
	Abstract 94 
	Abstract 203 
	Abstract 182 
	Abstract 179 
	Abstract 211 
	Abstract 231 
	Abstract 220 
	Abstract 223 
	Abstract 160 
	Abstract 120 
	Abstract 128 
	Abstract 228 
	Abstract 130 
	Abstract 10 
	Abstract 212 
	Abstract 7 
	Abstract 196 
	Abstract 219 
	Abstract 9 
	Abstract 11 
	Abstract 190 
	Abstract 168 
	Abstract 64 
	Abstract 186 
	Abstract 159 
	Abstract 85 
	Abstract 157 
	Abstract 44 
	Abstract 43 
	Abstract 82 
	Abstract 175 
	Abstract 32 
	Abstract 137 
	Abstract 195 
	Abstract 81 
	Abstract 45 
	Abstract 199 
	Abstract 41 
	Abstract 222 
	Abstract 224 
	Abstract 69 
	Abstract 58 
	Abstract 116 

